
 

 

THE KING’S CROWN 
 

October 2018 
King of  Kings Lu theran Church  

November 
Newsletter  
Deadline is  
October 13 

Mission Statement 
 

“Empowered by the grace and love of Jesus, we are 
committed to growing in faith with the community.” 

  

  

 October 6  Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
  

 October 17  Ladies Group Craft Project 
 
 October 21  Puppets at Worship 
     CROP Walk   
 

 October 27  Leadership Retreat 
   

 October 28  Reformation Sunday 
     Rite of Enrollment at 10:45 am 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Phone: 315-622-2077 | Email: koknewsletter@hotmail.com 
Web: www.kingofkings-ny.org 

Facebook: King of Kings Lutheran Church - Liverpool, NY 
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“KATIE” LUTHER:  

An integral participant in the Protestant REFORMATION 
 

 Tradition in the Lutheran Church records that Katharina von Bora was a daugh-
ter to a family of Saxon landed gentry. According to common belief, she was born on 

29 January 1499 in Lippendorf; however, there is no evidence of this date from contemporary documents. 
Due to the various lineages within the family and the uncertainty about Katharina’s birth name, there were 
and are diverging theories about her place of birth. Lately, however, a different view upon this matter has 
been proposed: that she was born in Hirschfeld and that her parents are supposed to have been Hans von 
Bora Hirschfeld and his wife Anna von Haugwitz. Neither can be historically proven. It is also possible that 
Katharina was the daughter of a Jan von Bora auf Lippendorf and his wife Margarete, whose family name 
has not been established. Both were only specifically mentioned in the year 1505.  

 Life as a nun  It is certain that her father sent the five-year-old Katharina to the Benedictine cloister 
in Brehna in 1504 for education. This is documented in a letter from Laurentius Zoch to Martin Luther, writ-
ten on October 30, 1531. This letter is the only evidence for Katharina von Bora’s time spent within the mon-
astery. At the age of nine she moved to the Cistercian monastery of Marienthron (Mary’s Throne) in 
Nimbschen, near Grimma, where her maternal aunt was already a member of the community. Katharina is 
well documented at this monastery in a provision list of 150/10. After several years of religious life, Kathari-
na became interested in the growing reform movement and grew dissatisfied with her life in the monastery. 
Conspiring with several other nuns to flee in secrecy, she contacted Luther and begged for his assistance. 

 On Easter Eve, 4 April 1523, Luther sent Leonhard Köppe, a city councilman of Torgau and merchant 
who regularly delivered herring to the monastery. The nuns successfully escaped by hiding in Köppe's cov-
ered wagon among the fish barrels, and fled to Wittenberg. A local student wrote to a friend: 'A wagon load 
of vestal virgins has just come to town, all more eager for marriage than for life. God grant them husbands 
lest worse befall." 
 

 Luther at first asked the parents and relations of the refugee nuns to admit them again into their 
houses, but they declined to receive them, possibly as this was participating in a crime under canon(church) 
law. Within two years, Luther was able to arrange homes, marriages, or employment for all of the escaped 
nuns—except for Katharina. She first was housed with the family of Philipp Reichenbach, the city clerk of 
Wittenberg. Later she went to the home of Lucas Cranach the Elder and his wife, Barbara. 
           

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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Katharina had a number of suitors, including Wittenberg University alumnus Jerome (Hieronymus) 
Baumgärtner (1498–1565) of Nuremberg and a pastor, Kaspar Glatz of Orlamünde. None of the proposed 
matches resulted in marriage. She told Luther’s friend and fellow reformer, Nikolaus von Amsdorf, that she 
would be willing to marry only Luther or von Amsdorf himself. 

Marriage to Luther Martin Luther, as well as many of his friends, were at first unsure of whether he should 
even be married. Philipp Melanchthon thought that Luther's marriage would hurt the Reformation because of 
potential scandal. Luther eventually concluded that "his marriage would please his father, rile the pope, 
cause the angels to laugh, and the devils to weep." Martin Luther married Katharina on June 13, 1525, be-
fore witnesses including Justus Jonas, Johannes Bugenhagen, and Barbara and Lucas Cranach the Elder. 

There was a wedding breakfast the next morning with a small company. Two weeks later, on June 27, they 
held a more formal public ceremony which was presided over by Bugenhagen. Von Bora was 26 years old, 
Luther 41. The couple took up residence in the "Black Cloister" (Augusteum), the former dormitory and edu-
cational institution for Augustinian friars studying in Wittenberg, given as a wedding gift by the reform-
minded John Frederick, Elector of Saxony, who was the son and nephew of Luther's protectors, John, Elec-
tor of Saxony and Frederick III, Elector of Saxony. 

Katharina immediately took on the task of administering and managing the vast holdings of the monastery, 
breeding and selling cattle, and running a brewery to provide for their family and the steady stream of stu-
dents who boarded with them and visitors seeking audiences with her husband. In times of widespread ill-
ness, Katharina operated a hospital on site, ministering to the sick alongside other nurses. Luther called her 
the "boss of Zulsdorf," after the name of the farm they owned, and the "morning star of Wittenberg" for her 
habit of rising at 4 a.m. to take care of her various responsibilities. 

The marriage of Katharina von Bora to Martin Luther was extremely important to the development of the 
Protestant Church, specifically regarding its stance on marriage and the roles each spouse should concern 
themselves with. “Although Luther was by no means the first cleric of his time to marry, his prominence, his 
espousal of clerical marriage, and his prolific output of printed anti-Catholic propaganda made his marriage 
a natural target.”] The way Luther described Katie’s actions and the names he gives her like “My Lord Katie” 
shows us that he really did feel strongly that she exhibited a great amount of control over her own life and 
decisions. It could even reasonably be argued that she maintained some influence in the actions of Martin 
Luther himself since he says explicitly, “You convince me of whatever you please. You have complete con-
trol. I concede to you the control of the household, providing my rights are preserved. Female government 
has never done any good”. 

 Luther also makes the statement “If I can endure conflict with the devil, sin, and a bad conscience,  
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Then I can put up with the irritations of Katy con Bora.” This again exhibits his reluctance, but overall willing-
ness to give her control and a voice in their lives and his eventual support for all women to behave in the 
same way. 

In addition to her busy life tending to the lands and grounds of the monastery, Katharina bore six children: 
Hans (7 June 1526 – 27 October 1575), Elizabeth (10 December 1527 – 3 August 1528) who died at eight 
months, Magdalena (4 May 1529 – 20 September 1542) who died at thirteen years, Martin (9 November 1531 
– 4 March 1565), Paul (28 January 1533 – 8 March 1593), and Margarete (17 December 1534 – 1570); in ad-
dition, she suffered a miscarriage on 1 November 1539. The Luthers also raised four orphan children, includ-
ing Katharina's nephew, Fabian. 

Anecdotal evidence indicates that Katharina von Bora’s role as the wife of a critical member of the Refor-
mation paralleled the marital teachings of Luther and the movement. Katharina depended on Luther such as 
for his incomes before the estate’s profits increased, thanks to her. She respected him as a higher vessel and 
called him formally “Sir Doctor” throughout her life. He reciprocated such respect by occasionally consulting 
her on church matters. She assisted him with running the menial estate duties as he couldn’t complete both 
these and those to the church and university. Katharina also directed the renovations done to accommodate 
the size of their operations. 

After Luther's death When Martin Luther died in 1546, Katharina was left in difficult financial straits without 
Luther's salary as professor and pastor, even though she owned land, properties, and the Black Cloister. She 
was counselled by Martin Luther to move out of the old abbey and sell it after his death, and move into much 
more modest quarters with the children who remained at home, but she refused. Luther had named her his 
sole heir in his last will. His will could not be executed because it did not conform with Saxon law. 

Almost immediately thereafter, Katharina had to leave the Black Cloister (now called Lutherhaus) on her own 
at the outbreak of the Schmalkaldic War, from which she fled to Magdeburg. After her return, the approach of 
the war forced another flight in 1547, this time to Braunschweig. In July 1547, at the close of the war, she was 
able to return to Wittenberg. 

After the war, the buildings and lands of the monastery had been torn apart and laid waste, the cattle and oth-
er farm animals were stolen or killed. If she had sold the land and the buildings, she could have had a good 
financial situation. Financially, they could not remain there. Katharina was able to support herself thanks to the 
generosity of John Frederick I, Elector of Saxony and the princes of Anhalt.  

 She remained in Wittenberg in poverty until 1552, when an outbreak of the Black Plague and a harvest 
failure forced her to leave the city once again. She fled to Torgau where she was thrown from her cart into a 
watery ditch near the city gates. For three months she went in and out of consciousness, before dying in  
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Torgau on December 20, 1552, at the age of 53. She was buried at Torgau's Saint Mary's Church, far 
from her husband's grave in Wittenberg. She is reported to have said on her deathbed, "I will stick to 
Christ as a burr to cloth." 

By the time of Katharina's death, the surviving Luther children were adults. After Katharina's death, the 
Black Cloister was sold back to the university in 1564 by his heirs. Hans studied law and became a 
court advisor. Martin studied theology but never had a regular pastoral call. Paul became a physician. 
He fathered six children and the male line of the Luther family continued through him to John Ernest Lu-
ther, ending in 1759. 

Margareta Luther, born in Wittenberg on December 17, 1534, married into a noble, wealthy Prussian 
family, to Georg von Kunheim (Wehlau, July 1, 1523 – Mühlhausen, October 18, 1611, the son of Georg 
von Kunheim (1480–1543) and wife Margarethe, Truchsessin von Wetzhausen 
(1490–1527)) but died in Mühlhausen in 1570 at the age of thirty-six. Her de-
scendants have continued to modern times, including German President Paul 
von Hindenburg (1847–1934) and the Counts zu Eulenburg and Princes Eulen-
burg und Hertefeld. 

          (Historical information taken from: Wikipedia – September 9, 2017) 

So, dear family of King of Kings, as we remember and celebrate our Lutheran 
reformation heritage: Word Alone/Grace Alone/Faith Alone -- let us not forget 
our foremother (Katie) who played a primary role in bringing the Lutheran-
expression of the Protestant Reformation into being. 

Healthy Congregations Workshop 

Leadership in Healthy Congregations 

Third is a series of four offered in central Upstate NY Synod 

Saturday, October 20th 9:00-3:00 pm 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

201 Hazel Street, Liverpool  

Cost $20/person (includes workshop materials, snacks & lunch) 

To register: call St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (315-457-3210) or 

Email: stpaulslivoffice@gmail.com 

Register by Monday, October 8th to reserve your spot. 
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An Important Note for all Thrivent Choice Participants 

 

 All Thrivent members who receive Thrivent Choice Dollars MUST request, by phone 
or email, that your dollars be sent to your choice of agencies. If this isn’t done, we lose the 
opportunity to designate Thrivent Choice Dollars.  
 I would encourage you to designate King of Kings as the recipient of your Choice 
Dollars. That money is designated by our council to support mission projects, capital needs 
and other favorite ministries of King of Kings.  
 If you have questions about this convoluted process, don’t hesitate to contact the 
Savidges, Swansons or Sampsons. You can call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836. 
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Ladies Group Service Project 
 

 

 

 

 

·  

·  

·  

 

 

 

 

 

FABRIC DONATIONS REQUESTED 

 

 The Ladies Group will be making pillowcases for the kids at Golisano Children’s 
Hospital. They are collecting “kid friendly” novelty/holiday/seasonal cotton or flannel 
fabric. Out of “season” fabric is fine; Golisano will hold them until the right “season”. 
See the Ladies Group article above for fabric specifics. If you don’t have everything, 
the 3/4 yard of fabric will still be very welcomed. 

 

 There will be a bin under the bulletin board for your donations. Please have the 
fabric to the church by Sunday, October 14th. 
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Daytime M&Ms ~  
 The topic for our Fall study (September - De-
cember) is entitled, “Discerning the Voice of God: How 
to Recognize When God Speaks” by Priscilla Shirer. 
The workbook and study are accompanied by a DVD 
presentation and leaves plenty of time for group dis-

cussion. All women are welcome to attend this study. M&Ms (which 
stands for Mary & Martha) meets at the home of Marcy Grundner on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. Give her a call to let her 
know you’d like to attend one or all of the sessions as your schedule al-
lows. We gather at 12:30 and the study begins at 1:00 pm and runs un-
til (approx.) 3:00 pm. The workbook costs $13.49 which includes tax 
and S&H.   
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Fall Clean-Up:  
November 3, 2018 

8:30-11:30  
We have some work to be done as we 
prepare for winter. We will gather on Sat-
urday, November 3rd from 8:30-11:30 
am.  If you can’t be here, but would still 
like to help, please contact Niel Zuern for 
a list of what needs to be done. 
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King of Kings Quilt Group 
 

 We are teaming up! The Ladies Group is planning a fun service pro-

ject that will bring smiles to the faces of children. Pillowcases are going to be 
sewn and donated with kids in mind. They will tell you more about the 
plans in an article found elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 Our quilt group will be teaching the quick and easy method to make pillowcases. 
You can learn to make these pillowcases in your choice of fabrics for yourself or to give 

as a gift on Tuesday, October 2nd. Then join the Ladies Group on Wednesday, Oc-

tober 17th to make your donation of time, fabric and love to children in need. 

 For each standard/queen size pillowcase, the fabrics can be of cotton or flannel, 
3/4 yard for the main, 1/4 year coordinating for the cuff and 2” of accent fabric. 

 The technique uses a number of straight sewing pins to anchor the fabrics and 
then the fun begins with one seam to sew the three fabrics together, as the start of a pil-
lowcase, a couple of sewn seams later...done, cute and ready for your bed! 

 Come to one of the nights or both. Quilt Group is Tuesday, October 2nd at 7:00 
pm in the Sunday School wing. Call or email Donna Huberty for more information.  

Prayer Concerns  
 In an effort to keep our Prayer List 
current, beginning September 30th, mem-
bers will remain on the Prayer List, all other 

persons will be kept on the list for 30 days, unless otherwise requested. 
Members of the Care and Concern Team are concerned about the pri-
vacy of those being lifted up in prayer. Therefore, a person’s ailment will 
not be listed. We trust that God know what the challenge is. Please con-
tact Joan in the office with your Prayer Concerns, and we will list the 
name of the person requesting the prayer in our list. 
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Confirmation ConneCtions 
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Greetings from the  
Deacon’s Desk 

 

“God blesses us. We bless others. And in a perfect world,  

the blessings rollforward like ripples on the water.  

We can hoard all the pebbles we want, but they mean  

little until we toss them in the water.” 
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Church Council 
  
Barb Winkel, Chair                                   
Niel Zuern, Vice Chair            
Mary Moyer, Recording Secretary                          
Art Leitgeb, Financial Secretary                                 
Carl Bastedo, Treasurer                                        
Jenna Wysokowski, Council Member           
Greg Yoder, Council Member                               
Doug Keim, Council Member                                              
Pat Lebel, Council Member            
      
 
 
 

Ministry Teams 
Finance, Doug Keim                     
Property, Niel Zuern                                      
Global & Local Outreach, ______________        
Stewardship, ______________                                 
Worship & Music, Deanna Pavlacka                            
Adult Faith Formation, _____________ 
Youth Ministry, _____________         
Children’s Ministry, Sue Tierney        
Young Families, Jen Hepburn & Kelly Jordan 
Mutual Ministry Committee, Bob Lebel        
Parish Nurse, Health Ministry Team, Carol Genalo              
Fellowship, Shari Murray         
 

Transition Team, Anita Leitgeb         
Hospitality, Cathy Miller          
PALMS, Weta Hayden          
Stephen Leader: Marcy Grundner        
Stephen Leader: Lynn Myers         
      

THE KING’S CROWN 
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