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Third Sunday After Epiphany 
January 26th, 2025 

____________________________________________________________ 
PRELUDE   
 
Come Down, O Love Divine 
Tune by Ralph Vaughn Williams.  Arranged by Anna Laura Page.  
Arr. copyright: 2017 Lorenz Publishing Co.  CCLI# 7086523 
 
Sing Praise to God   
Tune: Mit Freuden Zart.  Arranged by Edward Broughton. Arr. copyright: 1986 Lorenz Publishing Co. 
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life. 
 
C: Amen. 

P: Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful God, 
 
C: you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act with 
judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your 
call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one 
another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your loving 
kindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways. 
Amen. 
 
P: God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have 
called you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made 
free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. 
 
C: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  ELW 314 “Arise, Your Light Has Come” 
Words by Joseph Robinson, Music by W.  Mercer. Copyright: Public Domain 
 
1.  
Arise, your light has come!  The Spirit's call obey; 
show forth the glory of your God  
which shines on you today.  
 
2. 
Arise your light has come! Fling wide the prison door; 
proclaim the captive's liberty,  
 good tidings to the poor.  
 
3. 
Arise, your light has come!  All you in sorrow born,  
bind up the broken-hearted ones  
and comfort those who mourn.  
 
4. 
Arise, your light has come!  The mountains burst in song!  
Rise up like eagles on the wing,  
God's power will make us strong! 
 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  
 
 C: And also with you 
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KYRIE  
 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE ELW 840 v.1,3 “Now Thank We All Our God” 
Words by Martin Rinkhart, tr.  Catherine Winkworth.  Music by Johann Cruger. Copyright:   Public Domain.   CCLI# 86638 
 
1.   
Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,  
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 
Who, from our mothers' arms, has blest us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.  
 
2. 
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,  
the Son, and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven,  
the one eternal God, whom earth and heav'n adore;  
for as it was, is now, and shall be evermore!  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of 
your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, 
comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
C: Amen 
 
FIRST READING Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 
Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all 
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who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read 
from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 
presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood 
up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 
lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to 
the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the 
sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 
who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not 
mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to 
them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for 
whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength.” 
 
The Word of the Lord    
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Take My Life and Let It Be” The Son-Light Choir 
Words by Frances Havergal.  Music by Henry Malan.  Arr. Don Chapman 
Arr. copyright:  2008 Hearts to God Music, Inc.  CCLI# 5269264 
  
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that 
would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the 
hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, 
God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye 
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need 
of you.” On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and 
our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable 
members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the 
inferior member, that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have 
the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 
is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
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  Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then 
gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of 
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. 

 
The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St Luke 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 
GOSPEL READING  Luke 4:14-21 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 
spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was 
praised by everyone. 
   When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 
the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
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   to let the oppressed go free, 
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
P: The Gospel of our Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY TIME 
 

We invite you to sing along when indicated 
 
This little light of mine - I'm gonna let it shine!  
This little light of mine - I'm gonna let it shine!  
This little light of mine - I'm gonna let it shine!  
Let it shine!  Let it shine!  Let it shine!   
 
SERMON   Pastor Rebecca Truland 
 
SERMON HYMN ELW 886 “Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
Words by Charles Wesley, music by Carl Glaser. Copyright: Public Domain 
 
1. 
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise,  
the glories of my God and king, the triumphs of His grace!  
 
2. 
My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,  
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of Your name.  
 
3.  
The name of Jesus calms our fears and bids our sorrows cease; 
sings music in the sinner's ears, brings life and health and peace! 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
A: Let us confess our faith using the words of the creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
THE PRAYERS of the People   
 
A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their 
needs. 
 
A: Merciful God 
C: Receive our prayer 
 
A: Help us to love our neighbors and to pray for their wholeness, strength and healing… 
 
Pauline Cieslak  
The family of Gustav Rautenberg 
The family of Rev. Canon Doris Bray 
 
A: Merciful God 
C: Receive our prayer 
 
The family of Matt Rahalski 
Jeanette K.  
Wendy Schumacher 
 
A: Merciful God 
C: Receive our prayer 
 

Please speak additional names aloud or silently in your heart 
 

A: Merciful God 
C: Receive our prayer 
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P: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your 
grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
 
C: Amen. 
 
THE PEACE   
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 

(Greet one another with a sign of peace as you feel comfortable) 
 

OFFERING 
P: Let us gather our tithes and offerings for the sake of serving God and our neighbors. 
 
OFFERING MUSIC Evening Hymn 
by G. Mark Griffin, Rachel J. Joy, Heather L. Griffin, Steve Wolbrecht 
Words copyright: 2023 March Griffith, Rachel Joy, Heather Griffith.  Music copyright: 2023 Steve Wolbrecht. 
 
P: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of 
the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let 
us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. 
 
C: Amen. 

COMMUNION LITURGY 
(Communion provided offers wine and white grape juice as well as gluten-free wafers as an option. Please ask the 
Pastor for gluten-free wafers as needed. If you desire to receive a blessing, come forward with arms crossed. If you 

desire communion, come forward and extend your hands.)   
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING   
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the 
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leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed 
him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC  Let Your Light So Shine 
By Tom Birchwood. Copyright: 2002 Lorenz Publishing Co.  CCLI# 3908015 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
P: Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing 
for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 
 
C: Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
P: The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send you 
in love. 
 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN God’s Work, Our Hands 
Words by Wayne Wold.  Music by David Johnson 
Words copyright: 2019 Augsburg Fortress, Music copyright:  1968 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
1. 
God's work, our hands: working together,  
building a future, repairing the world! 
Raising up homes, planting new gardens,  
feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold.  
Bless, God, our hands as we work in Your name,  
sharing the good news of Your gospel!   
 
2. 
God's work, our feet: traveling together,  
following Jesus to places unknown. 
Walking as friends, marching for freedom,  
running the race with God's future the goal.  
Bless, God, our feet as we follow Your way,  
sharing the good news of Your gospel!  
 
3.  
God's work, our voice:  singing together,  
 praising, proclaiming to all who will hear.  
Praying for peace, shouting for justice,  
claiming God's love for the lost and the least. 
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in Your name,  
sharing the good news of Your gospel!  
 
4.  
God is at work in and around us: 
seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise!  
Washed and set free, humbled and honored,   
gifted by grace, we respond in God's love!  
Bless, God, our lives as we answer Your call,  
sharing the good news of Your gospel! 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Live in hope. 
 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  With Praise and Thanksgiving 
By Lani Smith. Copyright: 1971 Lorenz Publishing Co.  CCLI# 4295576 


